MAN AND THE BATTLE OF LIFE

and therefore of all activity or in something which is
superior to the three qualities and master of them and
therefore at once capable of action and unaffected,
undominated by its own action, in the nirgzina or the
tngundtita. It aspires to an absolute peace and un-
conditioned existence or to a dominant calm and
superior existence.  The natural movement of the
former attitude is towards the renunciation of the
world, sannydsa; of the latter towards superiority to the
claims of the lower nature and its whirl of actions and
reactions, and its principle is equality and the inner
renunciation of passion and desire. The former is the
first impulse of Arjuna recoiling from the calamitous
culmination of all his heroic activity in the great cata-
clysm of battle and massacie, Kurukshetra; losing his
whole past principle of action, inaction and the rejec-
tion of life and its claims seem to him the only issue.
But it is to an inner superiority and not to the physical
renunciation of lile and action that he is called by the
\oice of the divine Teacher.

Arjuna is the Kshatriya, the rajasic man who
governs his rajasic action by a high sattwic ideal. He
advances to this gigantic struggle, to this Kurukshetra
with the full acceptance of the joy of battle, as to "a
holiday of fight", but with a proud confidence in the
righteousness of his cause; he advances in his rapid
chariot tearing the hearts oi his enemies with the
victorious clamour of his war-conch; for he wishes to
look upon all these Kings of men who have come here
to champion against him the cause of unrighteousness
and establish as a rule of life the disregard of law^
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